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1 General Information

1.1  Introduction

Korea Gas Corporation (“KOGAS”) is pleased to invite you to submit a proposal to join our International Legal Advisors Panel (“Panel”) for a two (2) year period approx from May 2017 to May 2019. During the two (2) year period while the engagement is effective, KOGAS would invite you to submit further brief proposals containing estimates and team details for any specific projects or other work with which we require your assistance. Selected law firms shall be awarded a position on the Panel without exclusivity and KOGAS reserves the right to appoint any other law firms not on the Panel at its own discretion at anytime.

1.2  Compliance with RFP

The tenderer shall prepare and submit a proposal in strict compliance with the procedures and requirements set out in this RFP. Failure to do so will be at the tenderer's own risk and will be sufficient reason for KOGAS to reject the proposal or to unfavorably evaluate it.

1.3  Language

The proposal shall be prepared in English.

1.4  Rejection of Proposals

Proposals shall be rejected for the following reasons:-

a.  The tenderer does not meet the qualification requirement set out in paragraph 1.5 below;
b.  The tenderer submits a proposal after the deadline set out in paragraph 1.8 below;
c.  The tenderer submits more than one proposal in response to this RFP; 
d.  A proposal does not contain sufficient information and data required in this RFP to the extent that KOGAS is able to consider and make a decision; or
e.  Any of the contents of a proposal are false or misleading.

1.5  Qualification of Tenderer

To participate in this tendering procedure, a tenderer must be an international law firm with experience in advising on at least one transaction and/or one cross-border litigation / arbitration related to oil & gas project in the last three (3) years, valued at over fifty million US dollars (US$50,000,000) in case of a law firm with its last year’s revenue exceeding US$500 million and thirty million US dollars (US$30,000,000) in case of a law firm with its last year’s revenue of US$500 million or less.

1.6  Cost of Tendering 

The tenderer shall bear its all costs and expenses incurred in connection with participating in this tendering procedure, and in no case shall KOGAS be liable for such costs and expenses.  

1.7  Confidentiality of Information 

The tenderer shall not disclose this RFP, its proposal or any details regarding the tendering procedure to any third party and its employees/affiliates who are not directly related with preparation of the proposal, unless required by applicable laws.  

1.8  Submission of Proposal

A proposal must be submitted by 5:00 pm (Korean Standard Time) on 5 May 2017.

A proposal must be submitted by email in pdf format to:

Dong Geuk Seo (Inhouse Counsel) : dkseo@kogas.or.kr; and
Choonwoo Lee (Senior Manager) : cwlee@kogas.or.kr

No late proposals will be accepted. Time is of the essence in this regard.  

Once a proposal has been submitted, no addition, deletion or other modification of the proposal or submission of additional documents shall be allowed or accepted by KOGAS.

1.9  Miscellaneous

All other matters regarding the qualification for participation in tendering and the matters not specified in this RFP shall be determined by KOGAS at its sole discretion.


2 Contents of Proposal

A proposal, except for the certificates to be attached, must contain the following information within 20 Pages:

Section A : Firm’s Overview

o  General information about your law firm (including year of the establishment)
o  Number of partners, associate and other expert staff in oil and gas team as well as number of lawyers with more than 10 years experiences in oil and gas sector
o  Number and location of global offices and global alliance firms
o  Details regarding presence in Korea (including details of lawyers who are based in Korea) or any plan to establish an office in Korea in the near future  

Section B : Experience

o  List of experiences in advising on oil & gas related transactions (including M&A and project finance) and dispute resolutions (including litigation and arbitration) carried out within the last three (3) year; and
o  Detailed description (including value and type of transaction and disputes, names of participant lawyers, and period) on at least one (1) project verifying the Qualification requirements under paragraph 1.5 herein. If more than one, all detailed information should be provided for our consideration.


Section C : Proposed Core Team

o  Composition and biographies of a proposed core team
o  Details of core team members’ expertise in the oil & gas industry with respective 
admission date
o  Details of core team members’ experience in the last three (3) years including details of experience in advising on oil & gas project related transactions (including M&A and project finance) and dispute resolutions (including litigation and arbitration) during that period
o  Details of oil and gas projects or disputes that core team represented Korean clients (including KOGAS) for the last three (3) years
o  Details of availability of bilingual (Korean-English) lawyers and trilingual lawyers (Korean-English and a third language such as Chinese or Japanese or other Southeast Asian or Middle East language, etc) as core team members
o  At least two (2) contact details for the reference check in respect of core team members
o  Certificates issued from the Court (or any institution having authority equivalent thereto in this respect) of the jurisdiction to which the lawyers of the core team are admitted. The certificates must certify that core team members hold currently valid practicing certificates and no disciplinary actions were taken and are pending against them. 


3  Notice for Fixed Hourly Fee Rate for Engagement Contract

o  This rate shall be fixed for two (2) years and shall be quoted in U.S. dollars.

	Seniority of the Fee Earner
	KOGAS Hourly Rate(USD)

	Partner
(Lawyers with 15 years or more PQE*)
	766

	Counsel 
(Lawyers with 11 to 14 years PQE
	715

	Senior Associate
(Lawyers with 8 to 10 years PQE)
	638

	Mid-level Associate
(Lawyers with 5 to 7 years PQE)
	511

	Junior Associate
(1 to 4 years PQE)
	409

	NQ**/Trainee/Paralegal
	255



*PQE: Post Qualification Experience
**NQ: Newly Qualified Lawyer

o  Our preference is to work direct with senior lawyers who are capable of saving time and costs without mobilising junior lawyers.


4  Proposal Evaluation and Awarding Contract 

4.1  Evaluation Factors(evaluated quantitatively and qualitatively)

The following factors shall be used as criteria to select the Panel:-
 
o  Experience and successful track record 
o  Capability (history; number of lawyers in oil and gas team; global networks (branch office and/or global alliance); quality of both transaction team and dispute resolution team)
o  Current core team member’s experience, expertise, etc.
o  Responsiveness and quality advice
o  Efficiency in time and costs
o  Responses from reference checks
o  Availability of bilingual and/or trilingual lawyers in the core team.
o  Korea office presence with substantial number of senior lawyers having actual capability of quality work. Simple presence in Korea with minimal lawyers for mainly coordinating and marketing purpose will not be considered. 
o  Other factors which may be valuable 

4.2  Procedure of Proposal Evaluation and Awarding Contract  

o	KOGAS handles all proposals in a secure and confidential manner throughout the entire proposal evaluation procedure.
o	KOGAS selects preferred tenderers at the first phase after internal screening process.
o  KOGAS selects final preferred tenderers at the second phase after due diligence or presentation.
o  After going through negotiation process for terms and conditions with the final preferred tenderers, the tendered will be awarded on the position of the Penal if the results of the negotiation are satisfactory to KOGAS.
o  KOGAS reserves the right to cease discussions with any preferred tenderer at any point and to start discussions with other preferred tenderers, without any liability to any preferred tenderer.
 
4.3 Public Disclosure of Proposal Evaluation  

The result of the proposal evaluation shall be final and conclusive. KOGAS shall not be obliged to disclose any matters concerning the evaluation unless required by the law.

4.4  Notification

KOGAS will contact the preferred tenders selected at the first phase by 12 May 2017 via email. After due diligence or presentation at second phase (if any), the final preferred tenders will be notified of its result by 19 May 2017 via email. This timeline may be subject to change without notice. 
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